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with a beauty of form and address that carries the truth home. As to the stand- 
point of interpretation adopted, the Commandments are regarded as Jewish in form 
and letter, but universal in spirit. Hence the fourth is not " taken as though it 
settles for all men and all time the questions of the origin, the basis, or the author- 
ity of the Sabbath." The remarks on the fifth commandment are especially 
interesting and timely, though perhaps too much is made of the word " honor " as 
distinguished from " obey." In the discussion of the seventh command, the 
account of the creation of woman and the first bridal is taken as a " divine para- 
ble," not as literal truth. Here again the tendency to find in the Scripture 
more than it fairly contains is apparent. The old derivation of " Ishah," " man- 
ess" from " ish" "man," is accepted. Still, in spite of these minor defects, the 
book is excellent. It strikes a true note. It teaches many wise lessons that the 
age needs. It is a shining model of that style of ethical preaching which is com- 
ing into vogue and which is bound to enter more and more into the staple of the 
sermons of the future. Everywhere one feels not only the wisdom and insight of 
the teacher of morals, but also the earnestness and power of the preacher of 
Jesus Christ. 

BIBLICAL ANTIQUITIES.* 



Professor Bissell has performed an excellent service in providing this popular 
manual of Biblical Antiquities for students of Scripture. The whole field is 
covered in sixteen chapters divided under three heads, entitled, Domestic Antiqui- 
ties, Civil Antiquities, Sacred Antiquities. Any intelligent church-member 
would find it both an interesting occupation and a profitable task to read this 
book through from beginning to end, while the material furnished is of such a 
character as to make the book useful for purposes of reference to every one who 
studies the Bible. We do not vouch for all the statements made; some are 
surely inaccurate and will be corrected in future editions ; the views of biblical 
criticism are not always satisfactory ; but taken as a whole we heartily recom- 
mend the book as a scholarly and popular survey of biblical antiquities which 
few men could have done as well as Professor Bissell. 



FUTURE PUNISHMENT.t 



The writer of this volume asserts that the church doctrine of future punish- 
ment is wholly drawn from the New Testament, and that the Old Testament has 
been consulted only to find what support it could give to this already formulated 
doctrine. He believes that this is a wrong method— that we should first inquire 
what the Old Testament prophets believed on this great question, since Jesus 
himself placed his divine seal upon their teaching. This teaching of the Old 



* BiBiiiOAL Antiquities : A Hand-book for use in Seminaries, Sabbath-schools, Families 
and by all Students of the Bible. By Edwin Cone Bissell, D. D., Professor in Hartford Theol. 
Seminary. Philadelphia : The American Sunday-School Union. 1888 

t The Fike op God's Anger, ok Light from the 0. T. upon the N. T. Teaching 
CONCERNING FUTURE PUNISHMENT. By L. C. BAKER. Published at office of " Words of Eecon- 
oUlation," Philadelphia, Pa. Price, 75 cents ; by mall, 80 cents. 
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Testament, beginning in the Song of Mosea, is found to be summed up in the har- 
monious action of two forces — the principle of judgment, condemning the wicked 
to Sheol ; " the principle of redemption, providing forgiveness and salvation for 
all men, securing to all at least a ransom from the power of death." God's fire is 
his " judgment " and its feature is destruction, not extinction. From these prin- 
ciples the author builds up a view of universal restoration or future probation, 
which he believes to be in harmony with the teaching of the New Testament. 
All men are raised, the faithful, to eternal life, the wicked to further trial. The 
hell for those who sin in this life lies between death and the last judgment. The 
second death is for those who fail in their second trial. 

The main point of criticism with this theory seems to be that it is founded on 
that part of the Scripture whose intimations about the future life are most frag- 
mentary and obscure. The Old Testament teaching gathers itself chiefly if not 
entirely about this present life. Even the doctrine of immortality is only dimly 
discerned. The universal church has judged more wisely than Mr. Baker, in 
laying the emphasis upon the teaching of the New Testament concerning the 
doctrines of the future life and its concerns, and then finding in the Old Testa- 
ment no disagreement but rather harmony so far as any intimations of these 
things are there given. The trouble with orthodox theologians has been that they 
have tried to find too much in the earlier Scriptures about the details of the life 
to come and have wrested texts to fit their theories. The trouble with our author 
is that he has failed to find in the later Scriptures of the New Testament the 
fullness and clearness of teaching on these points which are manifest— too sadly 
manifest, concerning the future of those who " believe not " the Gospel. 



BUDDHISM. 



It is our purpose to call attention to this work and to indicate its contents 
rather than to make any criticisms upon it. This is not to say that it contains 
nothing to criticise. No doubt those who know Buddhism from within would be 
able to point out some defects and errors in this exposition of its character and 
teaching. Christians might reasonably ask that a book which purposed to analyze 
and expound their faith be written by one who was in sympathy with the Gospel, 
as Sir Monier- Williams is not with Buddhism. Yet he is Candid and fair ; " more 
sensitively anxious," as he himself says, from this very danger of prejudice; 
desiring to give a view of this religious belief which exhibits it as it really is in its 
history and tendencies. His qualifications for the task are by no means unworthy. 
He tells us in his preface of six points which may invest his researches with a 
distinctive character of their own. The chief of these are as follows : a larger 
body of literature consulted than has been previously available ; a popular exposi- 
tion, presenting in one volume a comprehensive survey of the entire range of 
Buddhism, a task hitherto unattempted ; a life-long preparatory study of Brah- 
manism and its language, Sanskrit, with personal investigation of Buddhism in 
the place of its origin, from three times traveling through the sacred land ; an 



* Buddhism in its Connbxion with Bkahmanism and Hinduism and in its Contrast 
WITH Christianity. By Sir Monier Monier- Williams, K.C.I. B. New York: MaemiXlanandCo., 
1889. Price, $5.25. 



